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We include certain key documents in this handout. Additional documents are included in the
Convention CLE materials.



January 30, 1919

1940

December 7, 1941

January 5, 1942

February 19, 1942

March 21, 1942

March to August,

1942

May 3, 1942

May 30, 1942

June 12, 1942

September 8, 1942

January 28, 1943

February 19, 1943

Chronology

Fred Toyosaburo Korematsu is born in Oakland, California.

The Selective Service Act of 1940 is passed, establishing America’s
first peacetime draft. In the draft’s first year, 3,500 Nisei -- second-
generation Japanese-Americans born in the United States -- are drafted.

Japan attacks Pearl Harbor. The United States is drawn into World
War Il. The FBI arrests 1,300 Issei -- first-generation Japanese
immigrants -- leaders identified purportedly as potentially dangerous
enemy aliens.

Nisei are reclassified as aliens ineligible for the draft.

President Roosevelt signs Executive Order 9066, authorizing the forced
exclusion of all persons of Japanese ancestry from the West Coast.

Congress passes legislation making violation of military orders issued
pursuant to E.O. 9066 a crime.

All persons of Japanese ancestry on the West Coast of the United
States are forced to leave their homes and businesses and move to
temporary detention centers -- and eventually to concentration camps.
More than 110,000 Japanese-Americans are expelled from the West
Coast; they lose approximately $6-10 billion in property and income.

Civilian Exclusion Order No. 34 is issued ordering exclusion of
persons of Japanese ancestry from the area where the Korematsu
family resided. Fred’s family reports as ordered five days later,
without Fred.

Fred is arrested in San Leandro, California.

Formal charges are filed against Fred for remaining in the area in
violation of Civilian Exclusion Order No. 34.

Fred is tried and found guilty as charged in the United States District
Court for the Northern District of California.

Nisei are permitted to volunteer for military service.
Ninth Circuit hears oral argument from counsel for Fred (on the

government's motion to dismiss the appeal), Minoru Yasui, and Gordon
Hirabayashi.



June 1, 1943
June 21, 1943
December 2, 1943

January 20, 1944

February 2, 1944
March 27, 1944
June 6, 1944

October 11-12,
1944

December 17, 1944

December 18, 1944

May 28, 1945
August 11, 1945
September 2, 1945
October 12, 1946

December 24, 1947

1952

February 17, 1954

February 19, 1976

Supreme Court determines that Fred’s conviction can be appealed.

Supreme Court decides Hirabayashi and Yasui.

Ninth Circuit affirms Fred’s conviction.

The draft is reinstituted for all Nisei, including those imprisoned in
camps.

Fred’s petition for certiorari is filed with the Supreme Court.
Certiorari is granted in Fred’s case.

D-Day -- The Allied Forces land at Normandy.

Oral argument is held before the Supreme Court in Fred’s case.

The War Department announces that Japanese Americans who have
passed loyalty screening are free to leave camps after January 2, 1945.

The Supreme Court issues Korematsu, upholding Executive Order
9066 and the Army’s exclusion of Japanese-Americans.

Fred’s parents return to Oakland from Topaz.
V-J Day -- Japan surrenders.

World War 1l formally ends.

Fred marries Kathryn.

President Harry S. Truman pardons all wartime draft resisters,
including the Nisei resisters from Heart Mountain and other camps.

Congress enacts the McCarran-Walter Immigration Act, which
includes allowances for Issei naturalization.

Fred’s father becomes a U.S. citizen.

President Gerald R. Ford issues Proclamation 4417 repealing Executive
Order 9066.



July 31, 1980

January 1982
January 19, 1983
February 24, 1983
June 16, 1983

November 10, 1983

April 19, 1984

August 10, 1988

January 15, 1998

March 30, 2005

September 23, 2010

May 20, 2011

President Jimmy Carter signs legislation establishing the Commission
on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians (the
“Commission”) to investigate incarceration of Japanese Americans
during World War II.

Fred meets Professor Peter Irons.

Fred’s legal team files his petition for a writ of error coram nobis.
The Commission publishes report entitled “Personal Justice Denied.”
The Commission issues formal recommendation.

Judge Marilyn Hall Patel conducts hearing on Fred's petition and rules
from the bench.

Judge Patel issues her formal written opinion.

President Ronald Reagan signs the Civil Liberties Act, providing a
formal apology from the government and redress of $20,000 to each
survivor incarcerated under Executive Order 9066.

Fred receives the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Bill
Clinton.

Fred dies at the age of 86.

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signs legislation recognizing Fred’s
birthday as “Fred Korematsu Day of Civil Liberties and the
Constitution” in California. It is the first time in U.S. history that a day
has been named for an Asian American.

Acting Solicitor General Neal Kumar Katyal posts “Confession of
Error: The Solicitor General’s Mistakes During the Japanese-American
Internment Cases” on Department of Justice website.



ZXECUTIVE ORDER
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AUTHOLTEING THE SECRETARY OF WAR 70 PRESCKIBE
TILITARY ARRAS

WHEREAS the successful prosecution of the war
reguires every possitle protection apgainst espicnage
and against sabotage to national-defense meterial,
national-defense premises, and nationel-defense utile
ities es defined in Section 4, Aet of April 20, 1918,
40 Stat. 533, =2s amended by the ict of November 30,
1940, 54 stat, 1220, end the ict of August 21, 1941,

55 Stat. 655 (U. £, €,, Title 50, Sec. 104):

NQW, THERTFATT, by virtue of the suthority
vested in me as President of the United States, snad
Comnander in Chief of the Army and Mavy, I hereby
gutborize and direct the Secretary of Var, end the
Hilitery Commanders whon he may from time to time
ceslgnate, whenever ke or any desienated Comuender
deems such action necessary or desireble, to prescribe
wmilitery areas in such pleces apd of sush extent as he
or the aporopriate L.illtery Commender mey determine,
from which any or ell persons may be excluded, end with
respect to which, the ripht of any person to enter, re-
mein in, or leave shell he subject to whatever restrice

ticne the Seeretary of War or the aporopriate ‘ilitary



i

Commander may impose in his discretion. The Secre-
tary of War is hereby suthorized to provide for
residents of any such srea who are excluded thera-
from, such transportation, food, shelter, and other
accommodations as may be necessary, in the judement
of the Seecretery of Uar or the seid lilitary Com-
mander, and until other arrangements are made, to
eccomplish the purposs of thiis order. The designa-
tion of militery areas in sny region or locality
shell supersede designations of prohibited end re-
stricted areas by the Attorney Ceneral under the
Proclametions of Tecember 7 and 8, 1941, and shall
supersede tLe responsibility and authority of the
Abtornsy CGeneral under the ssid Proclamsiions in re-
gpeet of such probibited and restricted areas.

I hereby further authborize and direct the
secretary of Har and tle ssid [ilitery Cormanders
to taxke such other steps as Le or tiue appropriate
filitery Commender may deem adviseble to enforce
compliance with the restrictions spnlicable to each
Military ares hereinesbove asuthorized to be designated,
ineluding the use of Federal trcops and other Federal
Jgrencies, with authority to aceept assistance of state

and local agencies.
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I nereby further auttorize and dirsct il Zxec-
utive Deprrtasnts, indépendent astablishsants snd other
¥odersl Agenaiss, to aselst the Secrebsry of War or the
¥eid Militery Commenders in earrying ocut this Exsoutive
Order, ineluding the furnishing of wmedical sid, hospitsl-
imation, food, clotlilng, transportation, use of laad,
ahelter, sud otier supplises, equipment, utilitiss, facili-
ties, axl sorvices.

This order shall not hs consirued apg nodilying or
liniting iz any wey tie autborily herstofors grentec acder
Bxecutive Order Mo, #0972, dsted December 12, 1941, nor
ehall it be construed ne lismitine or moditying the duly and
respansibility of the Federsmi Bureax of Inovestigeiion, with
Teagsct to tha investipation of zlleped acts ¢f sabotsgs op
the duty snd rewponsibility of the Attornay Gunersl snd the
Depertment of Justice under the Proclamaiions of December
7 and 8, 1941, prosesiblug regnlstions for the condutt and
coptrel of =lisn snesiag, sxycapt &5 sugn Juty and responsi-
pElity e supsrssisd by the Assignetion of military wrsss

hereunder.
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HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND

AND FOURTH ARMY
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
PRESIDIO OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

June 5, 1943

SUBJECT: Final Report on the Evacuation of Japanese from Certain Military
Areas in Western Defense Command,

TO: Chief of Staff, United States Army, War Department, Washing-
' ton, D. C.

1. I transmit herewith my final report on the evacuation of Japanese from
the Pacific Coast.

2. The evacuation was impelled by military necessity. The security of the
Pacific Coast continues to require the exclusion of Japanese from the area now
probibited to them and will so continue as long as that military necessity exists.
The surprise attack at Pearl Harbor by the enemy crippled a major portion
of the Pacific Fleet and exposed the West Coast to an attack which could not
have been substantially impeded by defensive fleet operations. More than
115,000 persons of Japanese ancestry resided along the coast and were signifi-
cantly concentrated near many highly sensitive installations essential to the war
effort. Intelligence services records reflected the existence of hundreds of
Japanese organizations in California, Washington, Oregon and Arizona which,
prior to December 7, 1941, were actively engaged in advancing Japanese war
aims. These records also disclosed that thousands of American-born Japanese
had gone to Japan to receive their education and indoctrination there and had
become rabidly pro-Japanese and then had returned to the United States. Emperor
wotshipping ceremonies were commonly held and millions of dollars had flowed
into the Japanese imperial war chest from the contributions freely made by Jap-
anese here. The continued presence of a large, unassimilated, tightly knit racial
group, bound to an enemy nation by strong ties of race, culture, custom and religion
along a frontier vulnerable to attack constituted a menace which had to be dealt
with. Their loyalties were unknown and time was of the essence. The evident
aspirations of the enemy emboldened by his recent successes made it worse than
folly to have left any stone unturned in the building up of our defenses. It is better
to have had this protection and not to have needed it than to have needed it and
not to have had it—as we have learned to our sorrow.

3. On February 14, 1942, I recommended to the War Department that the
military security of the Pacific Coast required the establishment of broad civil
control, anti-sabotage and counter-espionage measures, including the evacuation
therefrom of all persons of Japanese ancestry. In recognition of this situa-

vii
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vl JAPANESE EVACUATION FROM THE WEST COAST

tion, the President issued Executive Order No. 9066 on February 19, 1942,
authorizing the accomplishment of these and any other necessary security meas-
ures. By letter dated February 20, 1942, the Secretary of War authorized me
to effectuate my recommendations and to exercise all of the powers which the
Executive Order conferred upon him and upon any military commander desig-
nated by him. A number of separate and distinct security measures have been
instituted under the broad authority thus delegated, and future events
may demand the initiation of others. Among the steps taken was the
evacuation of Japanese from western Washington and Oregon, California, and
southern Arizona. Transmitted herewith is the final report of that evacuation.

4. The report comprises nine Parts and reference matter. Its twenty-
eight chapters are supplemented by a pictorial summary. In Part I, I have
traced the developments which led to the issuance by the President of Executive
Order No. 9066, establishing military control over the Pacific Coast. The mili-
tary necessity for the specific action reported is outlined in Chapter II. Part I,
Chapters IV to VI, inclusive, presents a résumé of the evacuation method. In
these chapters the means provided to protect the persons, the property and the
health of evacuees are described. In succeeding Parts a more detailed account
of each phase of the operation is found. Part III describes the military organiza-
tion established to accomplish the evacuation. Part IV, Chapters VIII to XII
cover evacuation operations. Part V comprises Chapters XIII to XIX. These
offer a narrative of Assembly Center Operations—the selection, construction
and administration by the Army of the temporary residences provided evacuees
pending their transfer to Relocation Centers in the interior. Part VI includes
Chapters XX to XXII. This section reports the Army’s participation in pre-
paring semi-permanent facilities for the relocation of evacuees and the methods
pursued in their transfer to these accommodations. In Part VII is found Chap-
ters XXIII to XXVI, in which collateral aspects of the program are discussed,
such as curfew and travel control, public relations, inspection and repatriation
activities. Part VIII, consisting of Chapter XXVII and XXVIII, presents a fiscal
and statistical summary. Part IX concludes the report with a series of photo-
graphs pictorializing the entire operation. Only those data essential to an under-
standing of the subject are included in the appendices.

5. There was neither pattern nor precedent for an undertaking of this mag-
nitude. and character; and yet over a period of less than ninety operating
days, 110,442 persons of Japanese ancestry were evacuated from the West
Coast. This compulsory organized mass migration was conducted under com-
plete military supervision. It was effected without major incident in a time
of extreme pressure and severe national stress, consummated at a time when
the energies of the military were directed primarily toward the organization
and training of an Army of sufficient size and equipment to fight a global
war. The task was, nevertheless, completed without any appreciable diver-
gence of military personnel. Comparatively few were used, and there was no
interruption in a training program.

6. In the orderly accomplishment of the program, emphasis was placed upon

10
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the making of due provision against social and economic dislocation. Agri-
cultural production was not reduced by the evacuation. Over ninety-nine
per cent of all agricultural acreage in the affected area owned or operated by
evacuees was successfully kept in production. Purchasers, lessees, or substitute
operators were found who took over the acreage subject to relinquishment.
The Los Angeles Herald and Express and the San Diego Union, on February
23, 1943, and the Tacoma News-Tribune, on February 25, 1943, reported
increases not only in the value but also in the quantity of farm production
in their respective areas. :

7. So far as could be foreseen, everything essential was provided to
minimize the impact of evacuation upon evacuees, as well as upon econ-
omy. Notwithstanding, exclusive of the costs of construction of facilities,
the purchase of evacuee motor vehicles, the aggregate of agricultural crop loans
made and the purchase of office equipment now in use for other government
purposes, the entire cost was $1.46 per evacuee day for the period of evacua-
tion, Assembly Center residence and transfer operations. This cost includes
financial assistance to evacuees who voluntarily migrated from the area before
the controlled evacuation phase of the program. It also covers registration and
processing costs; storage of evacuee property and all other aspects of the
evacuee property protection program. It includes hospitalization and medical
care of all evacuees from the date of evacuation; transportation of evacuees
and their personal effects from their homes to Assembly Centers; complete
care in Assembly Centers, including all subsistence, medical care and nominal
compensation for work performed. It also reflects the cost of family allowances
and clothing as well as transportation and meals during the transfer from
Assembly to Relocation Centers.

8. Accomplishment of the program in the manner selected would have
been impossible without the participation of the Federal civilian agencies so
ably assisting throughout. Under my continuous direction, the associated agen-
cies of the Federal Security Agency, the Federal Reserve Bank of San Fran-
cisco, the Farm Security Administration of the Department of Agriculture,
and the Work Projects Administration of the Federal Works Agency accepted
major responsibilities. The War Relocation Authority; the Departments of
Treasury, Post Office, Justice, Commerce and Interior; the Division of Central
Administrative Services of the Office for Emergency Management performed
an important service from the beginning, and various state and local agen-
cies effectively cooperated. The participating Army Agencies, particularly the
Division Engineers of the United States Engineer Corps who supervised the con-
struction of Assembly and Relocation Centers, discharged their responsibilities in
a superior manner. The agencies of my command, military and civilian person-
nel alike, responded to the difficult assignment devolving upon them with un-
selfish devotion to duty. To the Japanese themselves great credit is due for the
manner in which they, under Army supervision and direction, responded to and
complied with the orders of exclusion,

hl
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X JAPANESE EVACUATION FROM THE WEST COAST

9. A large quantity of primary source materials not found in the Appendix
has been selected and bound together. These have been made available in
triplicate. It is proposed that one set be retained at this Headquarters. Two
sets ‘are forwarded with this report. It is requested that one set be retained in
the office of the Adjutant General, War Department, and the other forwarded
to the Library of Congress for future reference. The great volume of secon-
dary source materials will remain on file at this Headquarters. All of these data
will be available for research purposes whenever the Secretary of War so directs.

e

-~ ‘

J. L. DEWrrT,
Lieutenant General, U. S. Army,
Commanding.
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Bepartment of Fustice

ERT oF - »iow

Res Japspese Bri -8. . ' -

P. wszoougy GERERAL
Last week with ocur draflt of the bayashd ioief I trens=itted
to Mr, BEau? sooematerial which I thought bhe would £ind helpful in ob-
taining a backgrouwnd view of the context of this case. Im perticular,

I seat hia a copy of Harpers Magazine for Ostoder 1942, which contains
en article antitled The Ja SR & Problen and Solution
which ig aeid to be by "An Intelligence Officer®. Witbout atteapting
to sumarise this article, it stated ssong other things that:

i: The nusder ¢f Japanese aliens apd citizens who wonld act as
sabotours and eseny ageats vas less than 3,500 throughout the eatire
Umlted States. ; : ‘

2. Of the Jepwnese aliens, "tha large zajority are at least
passively loyal to the United Statees®.

., 3¢ °Thoe jAoericaunization of Nissi (Aserican-born Jspanase)
is far advanced,® :

4o With the exception of » Lew identified persons who were
froainent in pro-Japsness arganisations the enly important group of
gerous Japanese were the Kibdei (Americas<born Japanese predoninently
edueated in Japan).

5. "Ihe 4dantity of Kibei czn be readily asocerimined from United
States Coverrnent records.®

6. "Had this war pot cons a)oung et this time, in apotber tem or
fifteen ysars there would have basn mo Jepaness problesm, for the Issed
would bave passed on, and the Nissl taken their place natuwrally 4a
Azerican camunities and nationsl life.®

L

This articls eomeluvdes: *To sum upr The!Japenese Problem! has
bemn magnified out of its trus zwoporticn largely beocsuse of the physiéal
::-rmmm of the hpun:t people. .ﬂ'. shml:; mnﬂ’g m“blz.‘.s

£ the indi{yidual, regardlesa ¢dtiseaship and o & rscisl 48
(Daphasis in originel.) _
I thought this axticle interesting even though it was sbstantially

anomynous. I pow attach much more significance to 4t because & memoranduo
prepared by Lt. Com. K. Do Ringle, who has wntil very receatly beea assis-

DEPARTH
T2
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d00327p002.png (800%1022)

tant District Intelligenece Officer, Llth Haval District, in cherge of
paval intelligence in that district (which dncludes Los Angeles), aad
who was formarly Assistant District Intelligence Officer in Hawwid,

has cone to.xy atteaticn. A comparison of this memorandum with the
article leaves no doubt that the sutbor of the Harpers article is

Lt. Com. X.'D, Ringle. Thare are many lang pedsages in tha firzt persen
zalating to persanal experiences which are identical in the ¢wo writings.

In addition, I em-inforned entively wnofficially bty the persony
in the 0ffice of ¥aval Intelligencs tbat Lt. Com. Ringle in fact wus lemt
%0 ¥ar Bslocation Autberity to prepare a mannal ob the backpground of tbs
Japanese who ware being svecuated from sn Intslligenmcs or security view-
point,;for the use of the WRA perscunels After this memorandus yes pres
pared permission was obtained to abstract it aad publizh it esonymously
in Barpers. Thbus the Harpers article, which cleerly indicates that the
method of evacustion was wroang and that it would have been sufficlant
to evacuate not more than 10,000 known Japanese and that it would now
be safe to releass all but not more than 10,000 presently. identified
Japanese, was written- by a Naval Intalligesce officer who was oo’ duty
from 1940 wntil very rscently 4s the Los Angeles ares, frem which ep-
wexicataly cae-third of the svacusticn case.

I bave Nutheraare bemn post inforwally, but altogether relieily,
edvised thet both the article and the WRA memorandum prepared by
Lt. Con. Ringle represent the views, if not of the Navy, at least of
those Vaval Intelligence officers 4o charge of Japspese counter-intelligence
wark. It hap been suggested to me quite clearly thet it is the view of
these cfficers that the whole svacuation schems wes carrisd om wery badly
aad that it would bave been sufficieat to evacuate the following three

SEOTPBE

3o #The Kibes.

2. The parents af Kibei.

3. 4 known group of aliezs and citisens who were
active neabers of po-Japaness societies such
as tha Jepanese Navy Lesgue, the Military Vir-

* tue Soclety, ete.s

Since the naval officers believe that it wes nscassary to svacuate culy
atout 10,000 people- they could have identified Yy name, they did pot
foal that 4t wes pecessary to evacuate all of the Japansss. Presunably,
they d4d pot make tkis view koown fourteen mouths ago for the resscns
that Sscretary Inaz was st that ting grestly sxercised about the Japa-
nese Fifth Coluxn and that, since it vas the ixray's probles, it was safer
to kasp quist than to krave the politicsl stors thea raging.

In retrospect it ap ’lltl that thie Departanent mado & miztake four-
teen months ago in mot hﬂ.zd.ag the 0ffice of Naval Intslligence into the

14 .
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eentroversy. I suppose that thes resson that it did nmot occur to any pf
us ¢o do this was the extresy positica then takes ly the Secretary of
the

To bave done so would have been wholly ramsonshle, since by
taros of the so—called delimitetion agreement it was agreed that Hawl
Iotelligence should specialize cn the Japanesge, while Army Intelligence
ccupled other fields, I bave not semn the document, dut I bave repsatedly
been told that Army, Pefors the war; agreed in writing to permit tke Nevy
to conduct its Japaneses intelligence work for it. I think it follows,
therefors, that to a very considerable extent the Army, in acting upon
the opinion of Intelligence officers, is bousd Ly the opinjon of the .
Neval officers in Japanasze mstters. Thus, hed we Iknown that tbe Navy
thooght that 90L of the evacuaticn was unnhecsssary, we could stroogly
have urged wpon Gen. DeWitt that he could mot base & military Judgment
o the contrury wpon Intelligense reports, as he pov claims to do.

1%, Com, Ringle's full mescrandun is somewhat more complete than
the -version putliahed 45 Earpers and I think you will be intetested in
‘roading it. In the past yeay I bave looked at grest mmbers of yeports,
mengrenda, dnd articles oo the Jspaness, and it is my opinion that this
is the most ressonahle and objective discussionsf ths pecurity protles
prezygted by the pressnce of the Japansse minority. In view of the in-
berent responstlensss of this memorandum apd in view of the fact that we
novw fmow that it represents the viev of the Intelligence agency beving
the most direct responsibility for investigsting the Japansse from the
security viewpolnt, I feel that we should be axtrexely careful in taking
any position on the fects more hostile to the Japaness than the position
of Lt. Com. Ringle., I sttach the Depertzent's only copy of this nemorandun,

Furthermors, in view of the fact tbat the Department of Justice
is now raprasenting the Ayty in the Supreze Couxrt of the Dnited States
zod iz srguing that & partial, selective evecuation was dmpracticable, ws
must eonsider most carafully what our ohligation to the Coxrt 4s in view
of the factibat the responsible Intelligepce agency regardad a selettive
svecustion &8 pot culy sufficient tut prefersble. It is my opinica tbat
¢cortainly oune of the mopt dLfficult questioos in the whole case ic ruised
ty-the fact that the dxmy &id mot evacuate people after acy hearing or
o eny individual deta tica of dangerousness, but evacusted the e~
tire vacial group. The hriefs £11sd ty appellents im the Finth Circuit
=e
t

o

sssd the paint that mo individunl econsideration sus given,
cartain that this pﬁi-‘:t will botutr;;sg' oven m& -
sssuming that competent counsal represeat appellents Suprens Court.
- a6 of the crucisl poduts of ths case the Covarnsent 1s foresd.
argie that individual, selective avecustisn wonld bave bess Inpractical
sod insufficient when we bave positive knmowledgs that the %ﬁn

W‘h for sdvising Gen. DeNitt gave him sdvicd :
Gam v

4]
[
§
.
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In view of this fact, I think we should consider very carefully
whethey we do not have s duty to advise the Comxt ¢f the existance of
the Ringle memorandim and of the fact that this represents the view of
the Office of Naval Intelligence. - It oocurs to me that any other comrse
of conduct might appraxisate the supprossisn of evidence.

43 I bave said, my informatian thet the Ringle memoraddum ropre-
seats the view of the Office of Haval Intalligence kas come to me in-
forzally. I faal, therefore, that ve have an ohligetion to verify wy
informal information. I believe that we sbould sddress an inquicy to
the Secratary of the Navy, making refermace to the Ringle mesoranics,
2nd stating that we have beep advised that this represents the davy's
visy sad asking the Secretary if in fact the views of CNI, st the time
of ths evacusticn, coincided with Com. Ringla's.

Ths Ringle mesorandum oripginally cane inte xy posssssicn from WRA
and we noticed ths parwllel between the meworandum and the articls in
this office, Aticrneys for WRA furtbermore are swmong the parscns who
have adviscd us that the Ringle msmorapdum represents the official Yavy
viev, In view of ths fact that any other information which I bave ob~-
tained iz highly confidential; I would prefer to refer in a lstter to
‘Becretary Knox only to KRl :

I bave prepared for your consideration a draft of a lettes which
you might wish to swmd to Mr. Knox,

Ydward J, Bands -
Dixector, Alien Enemy Castrel Unit
Attackment

http://mww.internmentarchives.com/archimg/d00327p004.png
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There is attached a memorandun relative to Lieutenant General DeWitt's
final report on the Japanese evecuation of the West Coast,

Certain statements were made in the report indicating that immediately
after the attack on Pearl Harbor there was a possible comection between the
sinking of United States ships by Japenese submarines and slleged Japanese
espionage activity on the West Comst. It was also indicated that there had
been shore-to-ship signaling, either by radio or lights. at this time,

As indicated in the attached memorandum, there 15 no informetion in the
possession of this Bureau as the result of investigations conducted relative to
submarine activities and espionage activity on the West Coast which would indicate
that the attacks made on ships or shores in the area immedlately after Pearl Harbor
have been assoclated with any espionage activity ashore or that there has been
ary 1lliecit shore~to-ship signaling, either by radio or lights,
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A charcoal drawing by Miné Okubo, who was incarcerated in the Topaz internment camp in Utah at the same
time as Fred Korematsu. Okubo studied fine art at Berkeley and in Europe, and worked on government art
projects (including a W.P.A. mural with Diego Rivera) before the government interned her and other
Japanese-Americans on the West Coast. In 1946 she included hundreds of her drawings in a memoir, “Citizen
13660.” CreditMiné Okubo; Topaz Museum, Delta, Utah

When Lies Overruled Rights

By KAREN KOREMATSU
Feb. 17, 2017

When President Trump signed an executive order temporarily banning travel from seven
majority Muslim countries, he hurled us back to one of the darkest and most shameful chapters
of American history. Executive orders that go after specific groups under the guise of
protecting the American people are not only unconstitutional, but morally wrong. My father,
and so many other Americans of Japanese descent, were targets of just such an order during
World War I1.

Seventy-five years ago on Sunday, under President Franklin D. Roosevelt’'s Executive Order
9066, all people of Japanese ancestry living on the West Coast were forced to leave their homes
and report to incarceration camps. Two-thirds were American citizens. Fred Korematsu, my
father, then 23, refused to go. A proud and loyal citizen, he had tried to enlist in the National
Guard but was rejected and was wrongly fired from his job as a welder in an Oakland, Calif.,
shipyard. He was arrested and tried for defying the executive order. Upon conviction, he was
held in a horse stall at a hastily converted racetrack until he and his family were moved to a
desolate camp in Topaz, Utah. My father told me later that jail was better than the camp.

He appealed his conviction to the Supreme Court. In his case, and in cases brought by Minoru
Yasui and Gordon Hirabayashi — among the most infamous cases in American legal history —
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the court in 1944 upheld the executive order. Justice Frank Murphy vehemently opposed the
majority decision, writing in a dissenting opinion, “Racial discrimination in any form and in
any degree has no justifiable part whatever in our democratic way of life.” In the hysteria of war
and racialized propaganda, my father’s citizenship did not protect him. For him and the
120,000 other Japanese-Americans incarcerated during World War 11, there was no attempt to
sort the loyal from the disloyal.

In 1982, almost 40 years after my father’s conviction, evidence was discovered proving that the
wartime government suppressed, altered and destroyed material evidence while arguing my
father’s, Yasui’s and Hirabayashi’s cases before the Supreme Court. The government’s claims
that people of Japanese descent had engaged in espionage and that mass incarceration was
necessary to protect the country were not only false, but had even been refuted by the
government’s own agencies, including the Office of Naval Intelligence, the F.B.l. and the
Federal Communications Commission.

With that evidence, my father reopened his case. In November 1983, he stood before a Federal
District Court judge, Marilyn Hall Patel, and said, “As long as my record stands in federal
court, any American citizen can be held in prison or concentration camps without a trial or a
hearing.” Judge Patel overturned my father’s conviction, declaring that his case “stands as a
caution that in times of distress the shield of military necessity and national security must not
be used to protect governmental actions from close scrutiny and

Although his conviction was vacated, my father was keenly aware that his case was never
formally overturned, even though it was widely discredited by scholars and even the courts. He
was a quiet, soft-spoken man, but he spent the rest of his life speaking around the country
about the government misconduct that led to incarceration, in hopes of preventing it from
occurring again. In 1998, President Bill Clinton awarded him the Presidential Medal of
Freedom for the brave stand he took against an unjust government action.

In 1991, President George H. W. Bush declared, “The internment of Americans of Japanese
ancestry was a great injustice, and it will never be repeated.” But it can happen again. Since my
father’s death in 2005, | have taken on his work to remind Americans what happens when our
Constitution is ignored in the name of national security. We need to scrutinize Mr. Trump’s
executive orders and any other attempts to single out groups for repression. Let us come
together to reject discrimination based on religion, race or national origin, and to oppose the
mass deportation of people who look or pray differently from the majority of Americans.

“Stand up for what is right,” my father said. “Protest, but not with violence. Don’t be afraid to
speak up. One person can make a difference, even if it takes 40 years.”

Karen Korematsu is the founder and executive director of the Fred T. Korematsu Institute.

Included with permission of the author. 19
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